
If your child does not own or has not 
yet ordered a school blazer, they must 
place an order immediately. 
 
K-6 Assemblies – Term 2 
K-6 assemblies will be held on Friday 
mornings. They will commence at 9.15 
and conclude at 10.00. 
 
K-12 School Photos 
School photos will be taken on Monday 
4 May. All students will be expected to 
attend in full school uniform. 
This includes: 
· girls wearing the school dress and 

white scarf 
· boys wearing long sleeved shirts 
· all students wearing black, polished 

shoes 
· high school students wearing 

school blazers. 
Relevant information regarding the pur-
chasing of photos will be issued shortly. 
 
Students not wearing the correct school 
uniform will not be permitted to have 
their photos taken. 
 
Faded uniform items, or shirts with in-
appropriate school logos are not accept-
able. 
 
Yours Sincerely 
 
 
Mrs. G. A Khan 
Principal 

FINAL REMINDER: Term 2 
School  Fees 
Term 2 Tuition Fees are now over-
due. Please pay your child’s fees im-
mediately. Payment of fees is to be 
made at the front office. If payment 
is not finalised, your child will forfeit 
their enrolment for term 2. 

End of Term 1 – Commencement of 
Term 2 
All parents are reminded that term 1 
lessons conclude at 3:30pm on Wednes-
day 8 April. Term 2 lessons commence 
on Wednesday 29 April for all students 
K-12. 
 
K-6 Term 1 Reports and Portfolios 
Term 1 Social Reports and Portfolios 
will be issued to students on Tuesday 7 
April. The Portfolios should include a 
progress report and samples of student 
work highlighting topics covered so far 

this term. Parents are encouraged to read 
through the Portfolios and provide staff 
with feedback. 
 
Although Reports are kept by parents, all 
Portfolios must be returned by Friday 1 
May to classroom teachers. 
 
High School Term 1 Progress Re-
ports 
Years 7-9 Term 1 Progress Reports will 
be issued to students on Monday 6 
April. This report gives parents an indi-
cation of their child’s progress in class so 
far this year. Parents who have concerns 
about their child’s progress are welcome 
to make an appointment to discuss any 
issues with teachers. 
 
Winter Uniform 
From the beginning of Term 2, it will be 
compulsory for all K-6 girls to be wear-
ing the school dress. Boys long sleeve 
shirts. 
 
All High School students will also be 
required to wear their School blazers and 
long sleeve shirts to and from school. 
 
High School Blazers 
Blazers are compulsory items of school 
uniform and must be worn every day 
during terms 2 and 3. Without full 
school uniform, including blazers, stu-
dents will not be permitted to attend 
class.  

U p c o m i n g  e v e n t s  

N E W S L E T T E R  3  –  2 0 0 9  

Al-Faisal College 
27th  March 2009 Issue 3 

Friday 27 March Earth Hour: 12.00-12.05pm. 
Friday 27 March Year 12 semester 1 examinations conclude. 
Tuesday 31 March Infants assembly: 1 Lilac 
Thursday 2 April Year 3 excursion to IMAX and Sydney Wildlife Park. 
Thursday 2 April Year 11 Food Technology excursion to Sydney Tower Restaurant. 
Monday 6 April Years 7-9 Progress Reports issued to students. 
Monday 6 April Year 11 Biology and Senior Science excursion to Long Reef Marine Reserve. 
Tuesday 7 April Years 10-12 Defence Force Careers Promotion. 

Wednesday 8 April Year 12 semester 1 reports issued to students. 
Wednesday 8 April Last day of term 1 lessons. School concludes at 3.30pm. 
Wednesday 29 April Term 2 lessons commence. 

Tuesday 7 April K-6 Reports and Portfolios issued to students. 

School Fees 2009 
Class Tuition fees per term 

K $280 
1-2 $300 
3-4 $320 
5-6 $340 
7 $400 
8 $410 
9 $420 
10 $430 
11 $460 
12 $460 



Australasian Schools Competitions 
This year, students from Year 3-12 will be able to participate in a 
number of Competitions set out by the University of New South 
Wales – Educational Testing Centre. They include the following: 
 

· Years 3 to 10 Computer Skills 
· Years 3 to 12 Science Assessment 
· Year 3 to 7  Spelling Assessment 
· Year 3-12 Writing Assessment 
· Years 3 to 12 English Assessment 
· Years 3 to 12 Mathematics Assessment  

 
As these Competitions are external, a fee of $6.60 per paper 
(Spelling is $8.80) is required by Monday 30 March 2009. 
 
NAPLAN Tests 
In 2009, students in Years 3, 5, 7 and 9 across Australia will par-
ticipate in the National Assessment Program for Literacy and Nu-
meracy. 
 
Students in Years 3, 5, 7 and 9 will sit tests on the following days: 
 
· Tuesday 12 May: Language Conventions, Writing 
· Wednesday 13 May: Reading 
· Thursday 14 May: Numeracy 
 
Mandatory High School Requirements 
All high school students are required to complete a minimum 
number of hours for each key learning area from Year 7 to Year 
10. The school provides all students with this opportunity.  
 
However a student will jeopardise their ability to meet the mini-
mum required hours if: 

· they are regularly absent from school without a medi-
cal certificate; 

· they fail to satisfactorily participate in a compulsory 
activity (eg sport) 

· they are removed from class because of poor behav-
iour. 

 
If a student fails to complete the minimum required hours in any 
mandatory course, they will not be entitled to receive the school 
certificate in Year 10. 
 
Mandatory courses to be completed between Year 7 and Year 10: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Sick Students 
Students who miss part of or a whole exam, are required to bring a 
doctor’s certificate upon time of return. 
 
 

Sport Updates 
· High School Swimming for years 7 and 8 Girls will com-

mence in term 2.  
 
Correct Sports Uniform must be worn on the appropriate day.  
 

E A R T H  H O U R  
 

8:30pm – 9:30pm, Saturday 28 March 
What do I need to do for Earth Hour? 
Turn off your lights and any non-essential electrical appliances be-
tween 8.30pm and 9.30pm on Saturday 28 March, 2009. Earth Hour 
2009 will only be a success if we have wide support from every section 
of the community – households, businesses, governments and not-for-
profit groups – and huge participation. We have a target of one billion 
people worldwide to “switch off” but we need your support. Please 
register you support at ww.earthhour.org/australia  
 
What impact will Earth Hour have? 
The first Earth Hour in 2007 reached more than 2 million people in 
Sydney. In 2008, it’s estimated that between 50 and 100 million people 
around the world joined Earth Hour by switching off their lights and 
turning appliances off stand-by. Earth Hour 2009 aims to reach 1 
billion people in over 1,000 cities. This global vote for action in the 
lead up to the UN Climate Change Conference in Copenhagen helps 
prove to world leaders that the public wants strong action to be taken 
on climate change. 
 
Where is Earth Hour taking place? 
In 2009, Earth Hour will be truly global. After having between 50 and 
100 million people around the world taking part in 2008, we’re now 
setting ourselves a target of reaching one billion the world over. More 
and more countries will register their participation as the campaign 
continues. Please check www.earthhour.org for the full list of cities 
and countries. 
 
Is Earth Hour just for the big cities? 
No. WWF aims to have 1,000 cities and towns of all shapes and sizes 
switching off for Earth Hour 2009. All Australians are encouraged to 
do their bit by turning off their lights and any non-essential electrical 
appliances no matter where they live. Much of the attention will be 
focused on large cities because they naturally consume the most elec-
tricity and their CBDs change dramatically in appearance during Earth 
Hour. 
 
Which Australian Councils are participating in Earth Hour 2009? 
All Australian capital cities are participating and an up-to-date list of 
Councils is available on www.earthhour.org/australia under the rele-
vant state pages. 
 
Why do we need to act? 
Climate change is the greatest threat to life on Earth. It affects every-
one no matter what part of world you live in. Our lifestyles are causing 
a dramatic increase in the Earth’s temperature, resulting in rising sea 
levels, an increase in drought and severe storms, and massive changes 
to the environment we all rely on to survive. There is still time to 
change how our planet will look in the future - if we act now. 
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English 400 hours 
Mathematics 400 hours 
Science 400 hours 
HSIE 400 hours 
Languages (Arabic) 100 hours 
PDHPE 300 hours 
TAS 200 hours 
Creative Arts 200 hours 

Key Learning Area  



World Maths Day was celebrated all over the world on 4th March 2009. Our students 
from Years 3-6 were expected to participate in this global even of playing live against 
each other in real-time battles of mental arithmetic. A big thank you to all the students 
who participated in this event.  
 
Congratulations to Ammar Khan of Year 5 Green who was ranked 5th in the Middle Divi-
sion of Australia for his outstanding performance in World Maths Day 2009. 
 
In recognition of this achievement, Ammar will be presented with a Silver Medal from 3P Learning. 
 
Congratulations Ammar! 
 
Mrs. Z. Mohamed 
 

It was still fairly dark when all the Year 5’s had gathered in front of the school on Thursday 12 March to head off on a much 
awaited excursion. We were off to Bathurst and were travelling on a luxurious coach. 
 
Our first stop was the breathtaking Blue Mountains. We had our breakfast in a cave which was very exciting and cosy. We 
then headed off to our next destination, Bathurst. The journey was quite long, so we amused ourselves in the bus with our 
Nintendo DS and watched TV. Finally, we arrived and were divided into two groups. Everyone with their drink bottles and 
some of us with cameras headed off with Shaun who was our guide. He was a worker in the Goldfields at Bathurst. He intro-
duced us to another lady who was his partner. They both enacted out how people lived in olden days. How people used to 
wash their clothes which was a very tedious and slow process. A very big thanks to the creator of the washing machine, es-
pecially for our Mums. Next we made mud bricks which was very messy, but at the same time was fun, especially the part 
when you spread the squishy mud with your hands and then pat it. 
 
We played a few games after that, like aiming the horse shoe over a small pole. Next we tried cracking a thick piece of wood 
and then was the tug-o-war between the girls and boys. We then made some damper and put some golden syrup on it and 
ate it. It tasted delicious. We had a short recess after this in which we all refreshed ourselves with some food and drinks. 
 
Our next destination was the Bathurst Museum where we absorbed many valuable information and came across exciting dis-
coveries. I took many interesting photographs of the place. We then headed off to do panning which is one of the ways to 
find gold. We all tried our best and some lucky ones managed to find a few specks of gold. Some of us bought souvenirs to 
keep and remember our time at Bathurst. 
 
It was finally time to head back to school. All of us weary and tired got onto the coach, happy and exhausted at the same 
time. Some of us dozed off, while others chatted and some just watched TV. Each of us in our own train of thought, revising 
all the things that happened today. 
 
We reached school on time and were glad to see our parents waiting for us. All in all our entire trip to Bathurst was  memo-
rable and one that we wouldn't forget in a long time to come. 
 
We would like to thank our teachers Mrs. Ghannoum, Mrs. Khan, Mrs. Hitay, Mrs. Krayem and Mr. Talmeez for taking us on 
a memorable trip. 
 
 
By Areebah Aslam 
5 Green 
 
 
 
 
 

W o r l d  M a t h s  D a y  R e s u l t s  
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On Tuesday 17th March, 2009 Year 6 went on an excursion to the Minnamurra Rainforest and Jamberoo. Our day started 
early, we had to be at school at 6:45am, ready to leave for a two hour journey to Minnamurra Rainforest. It was a long 
drive but it was worth it. 
 
At Minnamurra Rainforest we learnt and saw many things. We started with morning tea in the picnic area, and then 
proceeded to the classroom to watch a power point presentation about what types of animals and plants we might see in the 
rainforest. 
 
We then began our exciting and adventurous bushwalk into the rainforest. We saw many animals and plants that were 
mentioned in the power point presentation. Some of the animals we saw included; lyrebirds and eastern water dragons. 
Some of the plants we included; fungi, lianas, strangler fig, epiphytes, sassafras and the giant stinging tree. 
 
After that we commenced about a 1.3 km walk to reach our destination, where we watched the beautiful Minnamurra Wa-
terfall. The walk to the waterfall had steep hills, which made us very tired. On the other hand, the way down was much 
easier. This concluded our visit to Minnamurra Rainforest. 
 
Just a 10 minute drive away, from Minnamurra Rainforest, was the anticipated Jamberoo Theme Park. We had so much 
fun on the rides. We went on Splash Out, Surf Hill, The Taipan, Mountain Toboggan, The Rock, Rapid River and Out-
back Bay. 
 
Year 6 would like to thank the teachers for organising this excursion and making it a very lovely day. We hope to have 
more educational and fun excursions in the future. 
 
By Sajah Kanj 
 
Here are some comments about the excursion from students in 6 Sapphire: 
 
Minnamurra Rainforest 
 
“It was fun and educational but very tiring as well.” Zahra Latif 
 
“We walked about 1.3 km up a hill so we could see the amazing sight of a wa-
terfall, and it was worth it!” Taha El-dannaoui 
 
“We saw lots of amazing sights such as hollow trees, a waterfall, epiphytes and 
lyrebirds.” Zaynab El-kassir 
 
Jamberoo 
 
“We had lots of fun swimming.” Fatma Zreika 
 
“It was the best day in the history of my life and I want to go again…..also we deserved it after the 1.3 km walk in Min-
namurra Rainforest” Anjur Hanif Dodwad 
 
“Even though I lost my thong it was sooooo fun!!!!” Hiba Adawe 
 
“Wet and wild!” Abdelmenam Boucetta 
 
 
 
 
 
 

S p l a s h  o u t  w i t h  y e a r  6  a t   
J a m b e r o o  a n d  M i n n a m u r r a  
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